I
am pleased to report various Chapter activities at the IEEE Antennas and Propagation Society (AP-S) Symposium on Antennas and Propagation and the U.S. National Committee/International Union of Radio Science Meeting (URSI), held 8-13 July 2018 at the Westin Waterfront hotel in Boston, Massachusetts. These included the Chapter Chairs Luncheon meeting, membership engagement, professional networking, and the presentation of the Outstanding Chapter Award.
As of 25 July 2018, we have received funding requests from 111 Chapters for organizing technical events in 2018. Figure 1 shows the Chapter activity reports submitted in the past nine years. Starting in 2014, when I took over as chair of the IEEE AP-S Chapter Activity Committee (CAC), the Chapter reporting has nearly doubled compared to the previous year. More than 70% of the Chapters are active, which is among the highest in the IEEE Societies. 
VISION
The vision of the CAC is to engage local volunteers and members to organize technical meetings and professional networking and develop special programs or projects of local interest in line with the IEEE's goal of "Advancing Technology for Humanity."
OBJECTIVES
Generally, the objective of the CAC is to provide service to IEEE local AP-S members and especially to accommodate the needs of the local members toward organizing technical events. Figure 2 shows the distribution of the IEEE AP-S Chapters, including independent Chapters, joint Chapters, and Student Branch (SB) Chapters by Region on the world map. As of July 2018, there are 28 independent Chapters, 109 joint Chapters, and 44 SB Chapters, for a total of 181 Chapters. Many Chapters have organized numerous technical seminars, workshops, and tutorials for our members around the world. In addition to technical activities, many Chapters have also organized professional talks, outreach drives, and social events at the Chapter and Region levels. I would like to welcome and express gratitude to many new Chapter officers for their time and hard work for the benefit of IEEE Members. Forming new Chapters is an excellent way to ensure that our IEEE Members can be served at the local level, which is crucial for the future well-being of our Society in a global environment. If any of our members are interested in establishing a new AP-S Chapter, please feel free to contact me, and I can guide you through the petition process.
It is very important for active Chapters to submit their annual reports so that they can be eligible to receive financial support from the Society to organize 2018 Chapter events (technical meetings, workshops, and special projects) and for Chapter chair travel grants to attend the annual CCM at the AP-S flagship conference. I am pleased to announce that the AP-S president has approved support for the Chapter officers' travel grant for attending the CCM at AP-S-sponsored regional conferences. This initiative benefits Chapter officers who could not attend the AP-S flagship conference held on 12 July 2018 in Boston, Massachusetts, due to various reasons such as visa approvals, expensive airfare, taking time off from work, and other conflicts. We have allocated five Chapter chair travel grants for attending CCMs at regional conferences cosponsored by AP-S. The report template and preparation guidelines for submitting Chapter officers' travel grant request forms are posted on the AP-S Chapter webpage (https://www .ieeeaps.org/chapters/chapters).
OUTSTANDING AP-S CHAPTER AWARD
This year, a total of 12 Outstanding Chapter Award nominations were sent to the CAC, of which three were selected as finalists. Choosing the award winner is a rigorous process because it involves many factors (technical events, involvement with local IEEE volunteers, membership drive, mentoring new volunteers, and engagement). The Chapter Award Committee members were: (Figure 4) . The award consisted of US$1,000 and a plaque as a token of recognition of volunteer work and technical activity for the benefit of members and the growth of the AP-S. Additionally, the winning Chapter officers were able to use a US$1,950 travel grant to attend the Outstanding Chapter Award function and the Chapter Chairs Luncheon meeting at the July flagship symposium. Table 1 provides the names of the IEEE Region 10 Kerala AP-S Chapter officers.
A total of 69 AP-S members attended the Chapter Chairs Luncheon meeting. Dr. Ajay K. Poddar and Dr. Weng Chew gave the welcome address to the Chapter officers and AP-S members and thanked them for their volunteer service for the benefit of our Society. Dr. Weng Chew emphasized the importance of technology in his address, "Technology Helps Equalize Wealth in the World: Advancing Electromagnetics for Humanity." Dr. Koichi Ito addressed the attendees, thanking them for their valuable time and efforts devoted to local Chapter activities. Dr. Trevor Bird (AP-S past president) discussed mentorships and volunteer motivation for the growth of our Society. Several other Society representatives were in attendance and gave presentations and interacted with the Chapter chairs during the 4-h event.
AMATEUR RADIO AT IEEE AP-S/URSI 2018
At the 2015 AP-S/URSI Symposium in Vancouver, Canada, the initiative to encourage radio amateurs to display their call sign on their conference badges first began. This initiative continued in Puerto Rico in 2016 and San Diego, 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION AMATEUR RADIO LICENSE EXAM SESSION
Volunteer examiners from the Boston area were available onsite to administer Federal Communications Commission (FCC) amateur radio license exams to registered attendees of the 2018 AP-S/ URSI Symposium on 9 July 2017. There are three FCC amateur radio license classes: Technician, General, and Extra. Note that there is no longer a Morse code requirement. The websites http:// www.kb6nu.com/study-guides/ and https://hamexam.org are valuable sources of study information.
IEEE ULRICH L. ROHDE HUMANITARIAN TECHNICAL FIELD PROJECT AWARD
I would like to highlight Dr. Ulrich L. Rohde's ( Figure 5 ) donation of US$100,000 for SIGHT, which funds humanitarian projects using antenna propagation and wireless communication advancement technology. Annual awards will be given to the top proposals (two proposals maximum, US$10,000 award) submitted by the members of the IEEE AP-S. The objective is to provide low-cost solutions for humanitarian technology and a clear path for low-cost production so that technology can be available to everyone. This award is intended to engage and motivate our Society members. Innovative proposals will be solicited from various AP-S Chapters from around the world. Recipients of the award will receive funds to develop and construct the winning projects selected by the award committee.
Project proposals can be sent to AP-S SIGHT Chair Dr. Meisong Tong at mstong@tongji.edu.cn. The award selection process is in line with IEEE SIGHT and Humanitarian Activities Committee project awards. The evaluation of proposals will be based primarily on technical content. After completion of the project, the awards committee will explore follow-up activities for low-cost production of the proposed technology, which is the key requirement for humanitarian needs. The announcement of the award will be made at the annual awards ceremony of the IEEE AP-S flagship conference. The recipient will receive a plaque and a cash prize for completion of the project. The name(s) of the award recipient(s) will be published in IEEE Antennas and Propagation Magazine and on the IEEE AP-S website. A complete explanation of the technology will be uploaded to the IEEE AP-S SIGHT website (https://www.ieeeaps .org/committees/ieee-aps-sight).
This year, the AP-S SIGHT committee received two SIGHT project proposals and, after careful evaluation, selected the proposal "Agriculture, Climate & Technology in Indian Ocean Network (ACTION)." Dr. Vikass Monebhurrun (chair, IEEE AP-S SIGHT Indian Ocean Chapter) will be responsible for the completion of the project in line with IEEE AP-S SIGHT. 
NEW CHAPTERS

